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THE INTRODUCTION OF THE KEEP
OUR PACT ACT

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 13, 2009

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, it is
with a sense of urgency that | reintroduce the
Keep Our Promises to America’s Children and
Teachers Act at the beginning of the 111th
Congress.

| offer the Keep Our PACT Act today to help
meet the aspirations of our nation’s school
children—and to help provide all of their
teachers and schools with the resources they
need to help them achieve those aspirations.
Additionally, | offer this bill as a reminder to
those of us in government of the importance
of keeping our promises and of truly making
education a priority.

Put simply, the Keep Our PACT Act would
put Congress on a fiscally responsible path to
fully funding the No Child Left Behind Act and
the Individuals with Disabilities Act—on a
mandatory basis, once and for all.

Madam Speaker, since 2002, Title | of
NCLB—the funding that goes to our highest-
need students—has been funded at $54.7 bil-
lion below its authorized level. Currently, ap-
proximately 4.3 million students are not getting
the extra Title | help they were promised.

Furthermore, since IDEA’s reauthorization in
2004, IDEA Part B has been funded at $20.3
billion below its authorized level and funding
has never reached even half of the 40 percent
average per pupil expenditure the government
originally promised states more than 30 years
ago.

We need to keep our commitments to edu-
cation, support our schools and provide all of
our students with resources they need to suc-
ceed.

Madam Speaker, once again | am proud to
make the Keep Our PACT Act the very first
piece of legislation | introduce this Congress.
Additionally, | want to thank my colleagues
joining me as original cosponsors on this bill
today. We pledge to stand for the fundamental
values this bill represents and invite Members
from both sides of the aisle to embrace those
values and get this bill passed.

——————

TRIBUTE TO OFFICER JASON D.
VIA

HON. STEVE AUSTRIA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 13, 2009

Mr. AUSTRIA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Officer Jason D. Via, who was
named the 2008 Springfield Police Patrol-
man’s Association Patrolman of the Year.

Officer Jason D. Via began his career with
the Springfield Police Division on November
17, 2003. After completing his recruit training,
he was assigned to the uniform patrol, where
he continues to serve today. He is an ex-
tremely dependable, well respected officer
who is a person his fellow officers and citizens
can rely upon. Jason was nominated for the
Patrolman of the Year Award for 2008 be-
cause of these exceptional traits.

During 2008, Officer Via was selected to
participate in the Safe Streets Task Force with
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three other officers. During his service in the
Task Force, he took a subject who was ar-
rested for trying to solicit another officer and
turned this person into a confidential inform-
ant. Using this information, he was able to
make several arrests of street-level drug deal-
ers. From these arrests, he was able to “flip”
some of them and arrest several suppliers.

Upon making his last arrest, he seized over
seven ounces of crack cocaine, as well as at
least $5,000 in cash. Due to his diligence and
hard work, approximately nine mid-level deal-
ers and suppliers were arrested, making our
streets safer.

For these reasons Officer Via deserves our
gratitude and special thanks.

—

INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION

CONCERNING MEMBERSHIP OF
THE UNITED STATES IN THE
INTERNATIONAL RENEWABLE
ENERGY AGENCY

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 13, 2009

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Speaker, | am intro-
ducing a resolution expressing the sense of
the House of Representatives that the United
States seek membership in the International
Renewable Energy Agency because our en-
ergy security, the health of our planet, and the
strength of our economy have reached a crit-
ical juncture. With volatile energy prices, emis-
sions of heat-trapping gases continuing to
climb to dangerous levels, and the U.S. econ-
omy in turmoil, two things have become clear.
First, a fundamental change is needed in the
way we generate and use energy here at
home. Secondly, the rest of the world must be
also part of this new energy future. The reso-
lution | am introducing today calls for the
United States to seek membership in the Inter-
national Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)
to address both of these challenges.

On January 26, 2009, 75 countries signed
the statute to establish IRENA, marking a
promising step towards international collabora-
tion and mitigating climate change. This col-
laboration was a good start, but the urgency of
global warming and our dependence on fossil
fuels require that we take the lead in the per-
manent international agency to drive the de-
velopment and deployment of renewable en-
ergy in all countries, including ours. The
United States still has a chance to be a found-
ing member of the body if it signs on by April
30th of this year. As a founding member coun-
try, the United States would be eligible to
nominate a Director General and bid to host
the IRENA headquarters on American territory.

Despite the enormous strides renewable en-
ergy and energy efficiency technologies have
made over the last several years, hurdles re-
main to major and rapid scale-up on the level
needed to meet the world’s need for energy
while also addressing global warming. IRENA
is the first international organization to focus
solely on renewable energy and include a
broad constituency of industrialized and devel-
oping countries. It will provide the institutional
support needed to address the technological,
financial, informational, and policy barriers that
keep renewable energy and energy efficiency
technologies from reaching their full potential.
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Renewable energy has the potential to re-
duce global warming pollution while also cre-
ating millions of green jobs, reducing our de-
pendence on foreign sources of energy, and
spurring the technological development that
will fuel the global economy over the coming
century.

In 2007, new investment in clean energy
technology worldwide increased 60 percent
over 2006, but vast markets remain untapped
and not included in the green economy. Over
the next two decades, greenhouse gas emis-
sions from developing countries are projected
to grow at more than twice the rate of those
in developed countries. Encouraging growth of
renewable energy in developing countries re-
duces the extent and likelihood that these
economies will follow a carbon-intensive, fossil
energy development path. It also opens a val-
uable market for the clean energy companies
that developed economies will rely on for
growth over the coming century, a market that
American businesses and American workers
can benefit from. The International Renewable
Energy Agency will have the independence,
credibility, and expertise necessary to assist
governments at the national, state, and local
level implement renewable energy policies and
projects.

Other international energy agencies were
formed to address narrow problems. The Inter-
national Energy Agency (IEA): oil security and
fuel supply disruptions. The International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA): nuclear pro-
liferation and safety. With the aid of institu-
tional support, these energy resources be-
came foundations of modern economies. An
International Renewable Energy Agency is
needed to support the unique problems facing
renewable energy: marketplace failures, polit-
ical inertia, and information gaps. Our mem-
bership in the organization will allow us to help
shape the direction of this agency. To this
end, IRENA will:

Support governments in drafting policies
and programs for the promotion of renewable
energy and energy efficiency measures.

Assist governments in conducting studies
that analyze the potential of renewable ener-
gies and the appropriateness of different tech-
nologies.

Provide long-term projections and scenarios
based on existing data and policy in order to
identify opportunities as well as gaps, barriers,
and failures in markets and policies.

Organize training programs, information
campaigns, and courses for civil servants, sci-
entists, businesses, and non-government or-
ganizations.

Supply curriculum for schools and univer-
sities on relevant renewable energy topics.

Work with financial institutions to support in-
novative financing mechanisms for renewable
energy projects.

Develop international
standards.

Gather and disseminate data, statistics, and
reports on renewable energy deployment, pol-
icy approaches, and technology development.

The status quo is not working for America or
the planet. The environmental, energy, and
economic problems we are facing are largely
due to a failed energy policy. The International
Renewable Energy Agency represents an op-
portunity for America to change its energy
path and confront global warming while rees-
tablishing its leadership role and reputation in
the international community.
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